
 
“Parents as the Primary Educators of Their Children”  

 
The central mission of Kingswood Academy is to aid parents in fulfilling  

their role as the primary educators of their children, by providing for the moral, spiritual, 
and intellectual formation of the children.   
 
 
When a husband and wife accept the responsibility of parenthood, they become partners with God in creation. 
Parenting includes not only the temporal well being of a child, but most especially, it calls for the spiritual 
nurturing of the child.  Parents must regard their children as children of God and respect them as human 
persons. Showing themselves obedient to the will of the Father in heaven, they educate their children to fulfill 
God's law.  Catechism of the Catholic Church (2222).                                                                                                   

The very act of parenting, calls the parents to be the primary educators. This concept has been supported and 
advocated by the Church. "Parents have the first responsibility for the education of their children."  Catechism 
of the Catholic Church (2223). "They bear witness to this responsibility first by creating a home where 
tenderness, forgiveness, respect, fidelity and disinterested service are the rule. The home is well suited for 
education in the virtues." 

In his 1994 Letter to Families, Pope John Paul II wrote, "Parents are the first and most important educators of 
their own children, and they also posses a fundamental competence in this area; they are educators, because 
they are parents." (16). 

The Second Vatican Council, in its Declaration on Christian Education (5), also affirmed the "primary and 
inalienable right and duty" of parents to educate their children.  It should be noted, however, that while parents 
are the primary educators, their interpretation of doctrine can never supersede the legitimate teaching authority 
of the Church. 

Parents are responsible for the education of their children and have the right to choose a school which 
corresponds to their own convictions. This right is fundamental. As far as possible, parents have the duty of 
choosing schools that will best help them in their task as Christian educators. Cathechism of the Catholic 
Church (2229). 

The beautiful mission of Kingswood can be simply stated, Kingswood Academy partners with parents to 
cultivate academic excellence and human virtues, inspiring each child to become a leader who lives by 
Christian principles.  
 
Kingswood accomplishes this by: 

 Assisting and supporting parents in fulfilling their role as the primary educators. 
 Offering programs to parents in which they can share ideas and form friendships- PEP talks, KAPA 

meetings, Family Conferences, Mornings of Recollection, etc. 
 Encouraging parents to be involved with the school at every level- from working with reading groups to 

organizing a fundraiser.   
 Providing an environment of academic excellence, good character formation, and respect for the dignity 

of each person. 
 Assisting parents in cultivating the human virtues and developing strong moral character in children.   

 


